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Contact: Joe Mussulman, producer and principal writer, VIAs Inc., 829-6598 (office), 273- 
2122 (home), jmuss@lewis-clark.org.
FORMER UM MUSIC PROFESSOR WINS LEWIS AND CLARK AWARD 
MISSOULA -
Joe Mussulman of Lolo has received an Award of Meritorious Achievement from the 
Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation Inc. at that organization’s annual meeting Aug. 5-9 
in Pierre, S.D. The award recognized Mussulman for bringing the nation a greater awareness 
and appreciation of the Lewis and Clark Expedition.
A former University of Montana music professor, Mussulman founded VIAs, a 
nonprofit corporation that funds the "Discovering Lewis and Clark" Web site, located at 
www.lewis-clark.org. The progressive Web site has been described by historians as the best 
source of Lewis and Clark information on the Internet, and it currently logs more than 27,000 
hits and 1,700 user sessions per day.
"Discovering Lewis and Clark" has received major support from UM, Lee Enterprises 
Inc., the Montana Cultural Trust, the UM-based Montana Committee for the Humanities, the 
Oregon Council for the Humanities, the National Endowment for the Humanities and the U.S. 
Department of Justice.
Mussulman also has written six articles of general interest about the Corps of
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Discovery, and he created maps of the expedition’s routes for several books, including "Along 
the Trail With Lewis and Clark," the leading guide to the expedition’s route, soon to appear in 
a revised edition.
He has authored three books on music, including a biography of the eminent American 
conductor Robert Shaw. He also has designed, written and published 16 interpretive maps of 
Montana’s major floatable rivers, titled "Montana Afloat," and he has written and produced 
several award-winning multimedia presentations on Montana history, including "The Battle of 
the Little Bighorn" and "Forty Miles From Freedom," the story of Chief Joseph’s surrender.
As a Danforth Scholar, Mussulman earned his doctoral degree in humanities from 
Syracuse University in 1966. He is a 1999 recipient of the Montana Governor’s Arts Award 
and Missoula Cultural Council Award winner. He also was nominated as one of Montana’s 
leading writers of the 20th century (Missoulian, Dec. 24, 1999), and he is a board member of 
the Lewis and Clark Trail Foundation and the UM Lewis and Clark Bicentennial Committee.
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Note: A photo of Mussulman is available upon request.
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